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We would like to dedicate this first report to our late friend His Excellency Jean-Daniel Tordjman, who would have been 

happy to see the HLF moving to a strengthened level of interaction and the HLF working groups coming to fruition.  

 

K. Amram & R. Thomas   

HLF Chair    HLF Deputy Chair   
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HLF CONNECT 2020- WORKING GROUPS REPORT 

1. Background  
In 2012, CEA/GIANT created the High Level Forum (HLF) SUMMIT, an invitation-only annual conference dedicated to 

encouraging innovation ecosystems worldwide to discuss and engage with one another on topics of mutual interest. 

By ecosystem, we mean specifically international executives from Research, Education, Industry, Business and 

local/regional/federal/national/European governments that strive to drive innovation at a local/regional level and to 

build bridges worldwide. 

With a desire to increase HLF Community collaboration, in 2020 the HLF Connect was launched to encourage 

continuous interaction within the HLF network and to reach even more regions of the world.  

In the 2020, three working groups (WG) produced a series of very interesting analyses ahead of the Dec 1 online event. 

The working are entitled as below : 

 WG1: Innovation ecosystem resilience: Impacts in the short to long term. 

 WG2: Strategies for integrative innovation : new collaboration and alliances.  

 WG3: « Win Tech » : Winning innovations in the time of Covid & beyond. 

On the day of the conference, the results of the WG were presented in three sessions, distributed as described 

below: 

 Panel 1 (12am-1:30pm CET) : presentation of results from WG 2 

 Panel 2 (2pm-3:30pm CET) : presentation of results from WG 3  

 Panel 3 (4pm-5:30pm CET) : presentation of results from WG 1  

The conclusion of the WGs and Panelists are reported in the following document. 

2. Editorial of Karen Amram  
 

The year 2020 ended for the High Level Forum community on a positive note. In difficulty 

and uncertainty, we joined forces to maintain our momentum and to ensure that the power 

of our network can also benefit the fight against the pandemic that has darkened the world 

for a year and a half. 

With the images of our HLF event on December 1st, when we held our first HLF Connect 

Briefing, defying the constraints of distance, we will remember 2020 as a turning point in the 

ambitions of the High Level Forum. Indeed, the need to increase interactions was expressed 

by all HLF members, from the SCOM members to ecosystems and of course the Deputy Chair 

Robert Thomas and myself.  

Before starting a new page of HLF Connect, I felt it was important to highlight the work of 

2020 by publishing this first report of the work that was carried out by the members of the 

Steering Committee of the High Level Forum. 

 

 

http://hlf-giant-grenoble.org/
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In the difficulty of the confinements, despite the technical setbacks, the constraints of the time zones, the signal drops 

and the anxiety caused by this strange period, everyone has mobilised to respond to this common need to amplify our 

exchanges between each annual gathering.  

I would like to express my sincere thanks to all the members of the SCOM, Benoit BALMANA (CEO of IVEO), Richard 

DASHER (Director of US-Asia Technology Management Center), Janekrishna KANATHARANA (NSTDA Executive Vice 

President), Harri KULMALA (CEO of DIMECC), Yusuke MORI (Director General of Policy Innovation Department, the 

City of Tsukuba), Greg MORIN (Director of Strategy & Innovation at Argonne National Lab), Mia ROLF (CEO of Ideon), 

Koby RUBINSTEIN (Executive Vice President for Research, Technion), Stephen SU (ITRI Vice President & General 

Director), but also to all of you who have connected to follow us, and who have thus shown your interest and loyalty 

to the HLF. 

 

3. WG1 : Innovation ecosystem resilience: Impacts in the short to long term 
The WG1 was led by Richard Dasher, Director of US-Asia Technology Management Center at Stanford University, CA, 

USA. The complete list of WG1 Members is reported in the table below. 

ECOSYSTEM NAME & POSITION 
Chicago, Lemont, Illinois, USA Greg MORIN, 

Director of Strategy & Innovation at Argonne National Lab  

Espoo, Finland Peter Ylén,  

Principal Scientist and Team leader of Smart City Impact Assessment team at 

VTT Technical Research Centre 

Haifa, Israel Koby Rubinstein, 

Executive Vice President for Research, Technion 

Hsinchu, Taiwan Stephen Su, 

ITRI Vice President & General Director 
Table 1: Participants of the WG1.  

3.1 WG1 -  Abstract by Richard Dasher 

The WG1 was composed of six ecosystems, Chicago, Espoo, Grenoble, Haifa, Hsinchu & Silicon Valley / Stanford, and 

addressed the issue of the ecosystems resilience in time of COVID-19 and what were the impacts in the short to long 

term. As a reminder, the WG discussions were held during the fall and winter of 2020, thus the conclusions and 

remarks were related to COVID-19 consequences at that time, which may differ from the situation later. For instance, 

vaccination had not started yet.  

In the time of COVID-19 at the end of 2020, the first thing to point out is the difference between the Taiwan ecosystem 

and the US and European ones. Whereas Taiwan was able to keep the number of COVID-19 infections at bay and 

bounce back quickly, the US and Europe were still in the middle of a huge second wave. Nevertheless, all of the 

innovation ecosystems represented, as a rule, showed remarkable flexibility in meeting the COVID-19 challenges. First, 

they were able to overcome quickly some institutional barriers that typically exist, for example between universities 

and hospitals. Second, there were able to provide innovative solutions to the supply of protective and medical 

equipment, which were more quickly developed given the urgency of the situation. Overall, the pandemic had a 

positive impact on how people view research and development; the general population realized the importance of 

science in finding solutions to keep everyone safe. 
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The most noticeable impact of the current pandemic has been the shift to work-from-home. Although some activities 

had to continue in the laboratories, most people, including many of those who were involved in scientific jobs, 

performed a lot more of their work at home. This was accompanied by an overall sharp acceleration in the adoption 

of digital technologies, which in turn has accelerated the digital transformation of business. Digital transformation is 

also going beyond the mere adoption of digital technology and leading companies to explore new business models 

and new ways of interacting, both with their internal teams and also with their external stakeholders such as 

customers. 

However, a negative consequence was the huge drop of international travel, which blocked  recruitment of foreigners 

and a lot of other exchange of expertise. Although most of us expected to return quickly to some kind of hybrid model, 

with a mix of in-person and online remote meetings, it did not happen in the first phase of the pandemic. The pandemic 

has certainly permanently affected the way we work, and the way we imagine working in the future. 

Regarding economic consequences, national R&D budgets from governments remained quite stable. Yet, we cannot 

predict how governments will manage the increases in debt caused by the pandemic in the future, and this has 

potential impact on the funding of research. For industry, as expected, existing companies cut back to their core 

business, divesting themselves from non-core activities. Nonetheless, new opportunities to invest in innovation arose, 

and in several ecosystems venture capital funding actually increased during the pandemic, so that support of start-ups 

stayed strong.  

Concerning the flow of knowledge, working-from-home actually seemed to be giving people a bit more time to write 

up their research. There was an increase in the number of technology disclosures, tech transfer and applications for 

patenting. The real disadvantage to research was the loss of the unstructured meetings over coffee, accidental 

discussions, from which often emerge new discoveries, new opportunities, or new solutions to problems.  

Finally, if the pandemic accelerated the trend of digital transformation that started a number of years ago, it also 

highlighted the importance of regional and cross-sector relationships as a mechanism to preserve national resilience. 

Moreover, in everyone’s awareness, innovation is even more important than it was before. 
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3.2 WG1 - Briefing 

3.2.1 Panelists  
The WG1 results were discussed in the Panel 3, for which participants are reported in the table below. The session 

chair of the Panel 3 was the WG1 leader, Richard Dasher, Director of US-Asia Technology Management Center. 

The panel3 – WG1 was preceded by a keynote presentation from Eric Piolle, Mayor of Grenoble. 

 

Eric Piolle  

Mayor of Grenoble, Fr 

Richard Dasher  

Director US-Asia Tech 

Management Center 

Stanford University 

Greg Morin  

Director of Strategy and 

Innovation Argonne 

National Laboratory 

Emmanuel Rouede Director 

of the City of Grenoble, Fr 

 
 

 

 

   

Koby Rubinstein  

Executive Vice President 

for Research Technion  

Stephen Su  

Vice President and 

General Director ITRI  

Emilie Viasnoff  

Director of Strategy and 

Programmes CEA Tech, Fr 

Peter Ylén  

Principal Scientist and Team 

leader of Smart City Impact 

Assessment team VTT, Finland 

 
  

 

The Conversational panel discussion addressed the following issues:  

 (1) How has the startup sector of your ecosystem responded to the current crisis? 

 (2) What continuing role(s) do you see for international cooperation / programs as a way to increase 

your ecosystem’s resilience to crisis? 

 (3) What are some ways in which an association like HLF can help achieve greater resilience for your 

region through increased international networking? 

3.2.2 Panel Replay  
All the presentations are available in Annexe 1. 

A replay of the video conference is available here: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=J-xkLiAZzec  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=J-xkLiAZzec
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4. WG2 : Strategies for integrative innovation : new collaboration and alliances. 
The WG2 was led by Gabriel Voisin-Fradin, Project Manager for international economic relations at Grenoble Alpes 

Metropole, France. The complete list of WG2 Members is reported in the table below. 

ECOSYSTEM NAME & POSITION 
Bangkok, Thailand Janekrishna Kanatharana,  

Executive Director, Eastern Economic Corridor of Innovation (EECi), National 

Science and Technology Development Agency, Thailand 

Grenoble, France Florence Lefebvre-Joud, Deputy Director, CEA Liten 

Laurent Hérault, VP European Affairs, CEA-LETI   

Sophie Bethoux, Program Coordinator, CEA  

Thibault Daudigeos, Professor and holder of the chair Territories in transition, GEM 

Stéphane Hubac, Manufacturing Science Fellow ; Advanced Process / Equipment 

Control & Knowledge Management, STmicroelectronics 

Véronique Péquignat, Director International Actions, Invest in Grenoble Alpes, 

GAM 

Florence Vialleton, Innovation Project Manager, City of Grenoble 

Lund, Sweden Mia Rolf, 

CEO Ideon Science Park, Lund, Sweden 

Tampere, Finland Harri Kulmala, 

CEO DIMECC, Tempere, Finland 

Tsukuba, Japan  Yusuke Mori, 

Director General of Policy Innovation Department 
Table 2 : Participants of the WG2.  

4.1 WG2 - Abstract by Gabriel Voisin-Fradin 

The second HLF Connect working group, composed of Thailand, Tampere, Lund, Tsukuba and Grenoble 

representatives, decided to address the issue of the Covid pandemic, with regard to the challenges of adapting 

innovation ecosystems to new organisational obstacles, considering innovation from an integrative perspective. 

The working group identified various cases of “integrative” innovations with two main trends: the integration to keep 

on innovating, and the innovation to support the integration affected by the crisis. In some cases, both aspects were 

addressed. In identifying these integrative innovations, it also sought to highlight which ones are promising for a 

sustainable future. 

In Thailand, a greater integration of the traditional agricultural sector with technological companies has allowed to 

boost innovation in farming. 

Adapting the supply chain for businesses, labs and R&D facilities was a big issue in Lund and Grenoble. In the latter, 

agility & integration have taken the form an innovative collective to develop and produce new masks. 

The agility of the organization and the integration of various departments with a multidisciplinary and cross-

organisational team were also required in Tampere to launch a COVID recovery program. Digitalisation of education 

observed in most focused on student health in Tsukuba. 

The various cases illustrated that both local and global levels were affected and addressed, with strong similarities 

among the ecosystems (maintaining the activity, digitalization) but differences in the sanitary contexts, national 

measures and management systems. 
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For all changes in organizations have occurred internally and externally, underlying the importance of agility and 

flexibility, for most of the ecosystems changes in strategies (new objectives toward society needs), and new partners; 

changes most likely to be permanent. 

The group members wish to keep on working on this thematic within a permanent working group, supported by 

enlarged local working groups, and to focus on common challenges to develop solution through international 

cooperation. 

4.2 WG2 - Briefing 

4.2.1 Panelists  

The executive summary of WG2 was presented by the group leader, Gabriel Voisin-Fradin. The WG2 results were 

discussed in the Panel 1, for which participants are reported in the table below. The moderator was Ed Mitchell, 

Head of Business Development at the European Synchrotron ESRF. 

The Panel1 – WG2 was preceded by a keynote presentation from Christophe Ferrari, President of Grenoble Alpes 

Métropole. 

 

Christophe Ferrari 

President, Grenoble 

Alpes Métropole 

 

Gabriel Voisin-

Fradin Project 

Manager for 

International 

Economic Relations  

Grenoble Alpes 

Métropole 

Ed Mitchell   

Head of Business 

Development 

European Synchrotron 

ESRF 

Caroline Bouvard 

Deputy General 

Director Grenoble 

Alpes Métropole 

Janekrishna 

Kanatharana 

Executive Director  

Eastern Economic 

Corridor of Innovation 

(EECi) NSTDA 

 
 

   

Harri Kulmala  

CEO DIMECC 

 

Yusuke Mori  

Director General of 

the City of Tsukuba 

 

Karine Samuel  

Vice-President for 

International Affairs 

Université Grenoble 

Alpes 

Mia Rolf  

CEO Ideon 
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The Conversational panel discussion addressed the following issues: 

(1) To what extent does the current crisis require rethinking the local organisation of innovation (more 

integrative production, research)? 

(2)  “Sovereignty, autonomy, relocation of industry etc”: What kind of new strategic partnerships are possible 

for our ecosystems taking into account the lessons learned from the COVID-19 crisis 

(3) What kind of new international partnerships do you see coming from the crisis and contributing to a more 

integrative innovation? 

(4) What international joint initiatives to overcome the impacts on youth mobility & socialisation ? 

(5) What are some ways in which an association such as the HLF can help achieve more integrative innovation 

for your region through increased international networking? 

4.2.2 Panel Replay  
All the presentations are available in Annexe 1. 

A replay of the video conference is available here: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ymT3kuzHCwA&t=1628s 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ymT3kuzHCwA&t=1628s
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5. WG3 : « Win Tech » : Winning innovations in the time of Covid & beyond 
The WG3 was co-led by Robert Thomas, Technology transfer officer, Deputy Chair of the HLF GIANT, and Sébastien 

Guinard, Technology Transfer Officer, CEA Tech. The complete list of WG3 Members is reported in the table below. 

ECOSYSTEM NAME & POSITION 
Bangkok, Thailand Janekrishna Kanatharana,  

Executive Director, Eastern Economic Corridor of Innovation (EECi), National Science 

and Technology Development Agency, Thailand 

Grenoble, France 

 

Sylvie Blanco, 

Executive Director for Innovation Grenoble Ecole de Management 

Jean-Charles Guibert  

GIANT HLF Deputy Chair & Director of Minatec 

Jacques Jestin, 

Head of the Technical Division, ILL 

Patrick Lévy, 

IDEX Coordinator, Office of the President & former President of Université, Grenoble 

Alpes 

Benoît Marchand, 

Industrial Partnerships Manager, CEA  

Francine Papillon, 

CEA Tech GIANT Groupe Manager 

Hermine Vincent, 

Head of International Programmes and Young Researchers @GIANT, CEA 

Haifa, Israel Koby Rubinstein,  

Professor of Mathematics and Executive Vice President for Research, Technion 

Lund, Sweden Mia Rolf, 

CEO Ideon Science Park 

Montreal, Canada Benoit Balmana, 

CEA IVEO 

Tsukuba, Japan Toshihiko Kanayama, 

Special Emeritus Advisor at AIST 
Table 3 : Participants of the WG3.  

5.1 WG3 - Abstract by Robert Thomas 

Given the importance of HLF ecosystem research toward addressing major societal and economic issues, the third HLF 

Connect working group decided to address the issue of the Covid pandemic from the standpoint of innovation 

responses to the crisis. The working group identified two main types of “winning” innovations: firstly, those that 

addressed a specific aspect of the pandemic directly and secondly those that were stimulated by the knock-on impacts 

of the crisis. In identifying these winning innovations, it also sought to highlight which ones are promising for a 

sustainable future. 

In the first category of innovations, Lund, Tsukuba and Grenoble highlighted a number of innovations in their 

ecosystems in the pharmaceutical and medical fields, from vaccines development, diagnostic assays and platforms to 

innovations in open-source ventilators and masks. Other innovations included approaches to manage the crisis better. 

At Lund, the development of an advanced warning system aimed at companies and their employees through big data 
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and analytics. At Haifa, a real-life experimental approach that put in place a series of testing innovations to improve 

the safety of students at Technion, an approach that the Institute has subsequently applied to other urban settings. 

The working group noted a second class of innovations developed to ensure the resilience of private or economic 

activities to the crisis. In this class of innovations are those involving digital platforms, logistics and transportation, to 

name but a few. The Montreal ecosystem highlighted an innovative logistics platforms rapidly put in place in response 

to the reduced use of public transport, and the development of urban agriculture addressing the needs of food 

sovereignty and complex logistics supply chains.  

Working group members from Tsukuba discussed innovations in ICT geared to assisting older age people living at 

home. Coping with an aging population is not new for Japan, but the Covid crisis has accentuated the need for older-

age support, and has also created demands for more living space from a new generation that seeks a greater quality 

of life. A trend toward new smaller smart towns and cities is in motion. The Grenoble innovation ecosystem GIANT 

provided several examples of how advanced ICT technologies, specifically those involving augmented and virtual 

reality, can support resilience in the fields of education and industry, providing enhanced ways of interacting with 

other people and machines remotely.  

Working group members are clear that the demand for many of these types of innovation are likely to survive after 

the pandemic is under control. Changes in working practices, or the need for greater resilience in the supply chains for 

diagnostics equipment and health protection apparel, will not simply fade.  

Responses to the Covid pandemic have confirmed many of the strengths of innovation ecosystems: the ability to work 

in large interdisciplinary teams, to manage ambitious and complex projects, and to capitalize on strong scientific 

knowledge in order to transfer technology to industry. However, for working group members, the crisis has amplified 

the importance of being able to carry out rapid, real-life experimentation, as well as the need to practice inclusive 

innovation that works closely with local stakeholders to ensure the acceptability of technological solutions. 

Working group members were also able to better understand how underlying similarities and differences between 

their ecosystems have helped shape the focus of winning innovations. This understanding opens the potential for 

targeted collaboration and a desire to continue the exploration and see what innovations have delivered on their 

promise in the months/years to come. 
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5.2 WG3 - Briefing 

5.2.1 Panelists  
The WG3 results were discussed in the Panel 2, for which participants are reported in the table below. The executive 

summary was presented by Sebastien Guinard, Technology Transfer Officer at CEA & and the moderator of the 

panel was Robert Thomas, HLF Deputy Chair. 

The Panel 2 – WG3 was preceded by a keynote presentation from Stephane Siebert, CEO of CEA Tech. 

 

Stephane Siebert 

CEO, CEA Tech 

Robert Thomas Technology 

Transfer Officer CEA & HLF 

Deputy Chair GIANT 

Sebastien Guinard 

Technology Transfer 

Officer CEA 

Benoit Balmana 

CEO IVEO 

 

 

 

 
 

Mickael Brad  

SPM Jalon MTL 

Sylvie Blanco  

Executive Director for Innovation 

Grenoble Ecole de Management 

Olivier Demers-Dubé  

Senior Advisor Agtech 

Toshihiko Kanayama 

Special Emeritus 

Advisor AIST 

    

Mia Rolf  

CEO Ideon 

Patrick Levy  

IDEX Coordinator Université 

Grenoble Alpes 

Koby Rubinstein 

Executive Vice President 

for Research Technion 

 

 
 

 

 

 

The Conversational panel discussion addressed the following issues: 

(1) Several examples in the presentations relate to medical innovations, but we know that innovations in 

healthcare and medical devices face notable constraints even in times of Covid. What particular issues have 

you experienced and are there lessons to be learned? 
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(2) On the theme of innovation ecosystems as places for experimentation, what are some of the challenges 

faced, but also the benefits it provides in connecting to the needs of local citizens? 

(3) Many of you have highlighted the importance of digital technologies during the Covid. What directions in 

digital technologies can we see for the future?  Also perhaps, what experiences/feedback have we had from 

our use of these digital technologies? 

(4) With a threat such as Covid, are we likely to look back and see the pandemic as a tipping point for long-term 

trends & innovations? What trends do you see?  

(5) In crises, we often have to manage projects differently (compressed timing, large collaborations, more 

informal, perhaps different budgeting). Are there lessons to be learned in terms of new project management 

styles for the future? 

(6) You are in 2035 looking back on 2020 and the Covid-19. With the great benefit of hindsight, what would you 

see as the “winning innovations in the time of Covid and beyond”? 

5.2.2 Panel Replay  
All the presentations are available in Annexe 1.  

A replay of the video conference is available here: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RhB6--56d38   

  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RhB6--56d38
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6. Start-up Show and Contest 
Ten award-winning startups from various HLF ecosystems competed for three HLF awards. In a film, each Startup 

presents how it connects with its own ecosystem and describes the short- to long-term future of its product or 

service in the post crisis context.  

The representatives of the 10 Startups finalists are reported below: 

Ravina Anand  
CEO FLIK 

 

Susan Blanchet  
CEO Origen air 

 

Thibaud Brunel  

Deputy CEO Uniigym  

Jules Hammond  

CEO BeFC 

 

Hilary Harel  

CEO Serenus.AI 

 

 

Kim Raath  

CEO Topl 

 

Matthieu Le Prado 
CEO Mag4Health 

 

Raphaël Meyer 

CEO Lancey Energy Storage 

 

Matthew Smalley  

Co-founder Delphire 

 

Alfred Wu  

CEO AIPLUX 

 

The Start-up show and contest session was chaired by Sebastien Linden, Managing Partner, Linden & Swift. 

The HLF SCOM awarded two winners in the “Ecosystem” category and one winner in the “beyond crisis” category. 

Voting was very challenging for every member of the steering committee. Indeed, the main difficulty was the two 

categories of awards, which differ from the usual ways in which one evaluates "the best" startup.  The instructions 

were to evaluate: 

(1) how well was described the strong links to the ecosystem of the Startup 

(2) how well was described that the product or service of the Startup will cope with the current crisis and echo the 

three topics of the HLF Connect.   

The final ranking respects these “rules” but does *not* reflect the rankings the SCOM would have given if the questions 

had been about the "best" startup or the "most promising idea" etc. For these sorts of questions, the 10 finalists had 

already been congratulated and awarded, and this is also why they had been all selected for the HLF 2020 Startup 

Show&Contest. 
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The three honorees were: 

 Ecosystem Category  

First-winner Alfred Wu AIPLUX 

Second-winner Hillary Harel Serenus.AI  

 Beyond Crisis Category 

Winner: Susan Blanchet Origen Air  

The competition was followed by a roundtable “Cross-fertilisation between innovation ecosystems and start-ups” 

that examined how the beyond-crisis models of innovation ecosystems is having an impact on the start-up world. The 

debate explored to what extent both private and public actors consider start-ups as key-players in the global economy 

and their strategies to support them. The roundtable was chaired by Sebastien Linden and gathered three other 

experts from Grenoble Ecosystem: 

 Agnes Braize, Director of Development, Grenoble Ecole de Management 

 Jean-Michel Goiran, Deputy Director, CEA Technology Transfer 

 Veronique Pequignat, Director of International Actions, Invest in Grenoble-Alpes   

The next HLF Startup show & context will take place during the 2021 HLF Summit in Grenoble. We promise you 

another high quality competition with exceptional candidates. 
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7. Briefing Photos  

WG1 Panel (On stage: Emilie Viasnoff; on screen from left to right: Richard Dasher, 

Emmanuel Rouede, Koby Rubinstein) 
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Stéphane Siebert, CEO of CEA Tech 

Start-up Show and Contest (On stage from left to right: Jean-Michel Goiran, Agnès Braize, 

Véronique Péquignat, Sébastien Linden) 
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Start-up Show and Contest (On stage from left to right: Jean-Michel Goiran, Agnès Braize, 

Véronique Péquignat, Sébastien Linden)  

 

WG2 Panel (On stage from left to right: Karine Samuel and Ed Mitchell) 
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The HLF organizing committee (On stairs from left to right : Karen Amram, Kader Biada, 

Julie Spinelli, Julien Reynier, Robert Thomas, Audrey Scaringella, Hermine Vincent, Léa 

Pelosi). 
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8. Conclusion & Next steps 
The 2020 HLF Briefing was a real success with a total of 10h30 of live streaming, 235 participants from more than 20 

countries over the 5 continents. This success was mainly due the high-quality of the content, thanks to 42 panelists 

from 10 different innovation ecosystems, which led to the production of 3 panels and 40 videos.   

Despite the COVID-19 pandemic and its very sad impacts, this period has shed light on the great potential for solidarity 

and creativity that lies within each one of us. As highlighted during the 2020 HLF Connect Briefing, when we discussed 

the impact of Covid-19 on innovation, ecosystem resilience and new forms of collaboration, many countries and 

ecosystems have reinvented themselves and showed more resilience than ever. 

Building on this success in 2020, we wanted to tie the 2021 HLF Connect briefings to the theme of this year’s Summit: 

the reinvention of industry to support a resilient society, itself entwined with topics such as the green and digital 

transitions that strongly impact the work of innovation ecosystems. For this purpose, two sub-working groups have 

started to work, with one focusing on “Technology-driven innovation to support the reinvention of industry and 

greater societal resilience” and the other on “Ecosystem approaches to reinvent industry and address local/regional 

resilience”. These two groups have been working together since April following two phases. Each phase would give 

rise to a HLF Connect briefing, one on the 29th of June with a simple webinar, another one during the Summit in 

Grenoble from 7-10 November 2021. 

This brings me to another positive note: although there are still lock-downs, curfews and restrictions, we can see the 

light at the end of the tunnel with increasing numbers of people vaccinated. This evolution and the possibility to travel 

again lead us to hope that our plan to meet in-person at the HLF Summit, should not be unduly affected and I am sure 

every HLF member is looking forward to it as much as we are, in Grenoble.  

Finally, I would also like to end this report in mentioning that our international network has made considerable 

progress in visibility through a thriving communication programme including a new website and, on LinkedIn, the 

launch of the HLF Connect World tour and of a series of key stakeholder’s interviews. We also promise some surprises 

to come. 

See you on the web and very soon in Grenoble! 
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9. Annexe 1 - Presentations 
9.1 WG1 - Panel presentations 
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9.2 WG2 - Panel presentations  
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9.3 WG3 - Panel presentations  

 

 



*  

43 
 

 

 



*  

44 
 

 

 



*  

45 
 

 

 



*  

46 
 

 

 



*  

47 
 

 

 



*  

48 
 

 

 



*  

49 
 

 

 



*  

50 
 

 

 



*  

51 
 

 

 



*  

52 
 

 

 



*  

53 
 

 

 



*  

54 
 

 

 



*  

55 
 

 

 



*  

56 
 

 

 



*  

57 
 

 

 



*  

58 
 

 

 



*  

59 
 

 

 



*  

60 
 

 

 



*  

61 
 

 

 



*  

62 
 

 


